
CLERMONT COUNTY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  works to alleviate the problem of 
inadequate housing for families in need.   If you would like to help build a home, volunteer 
forms are available on the Mission Bulletin Board or at Habitat Website: www.habitat-tristate.
org. Pick up your hammer and help another deserving family.  Help is always needed!  There’s a 
job for everyone!  If you want to help or get more information call O’Neal Johnston 831-1758 or 
e-mail him at onealj1@aol.com. 

Habitat Supporters: Volunteers are needed to help Clermont Habitat build affordable houses. We 
have two Habitat houses started at 105 & 107 Center Street, New Richmond, OH.  Please contact 
Shirley Marion directly (phone: 752-4114 - home; 579-7947 - work; 520-3645 - cell or email: 
pandshabitat@fuse.net) to schedule in a group. We can accommodate larger groups with two 
houses adjacent each other.    

Funding can be forwarded to TriState Habitat for Humanity OKI, Inc., 9900 Princeton Glendale 
Road, Suite 216 , Cincinnati, OH 45246.  Please indicate for "Clermont Chapter" .  These two 
houses are budgeted $150,000 for construction and land costs.  Thanks for your support of 
Habitat. 

 

WOMEN CELEBRATE !   SAVE THE DATE  
Women Celebrate! is excited to present an overnight retreat featuring special 
guest speaker Reverend Laura Early (known by many of you from Lake “J”), 
from All God’s Children United Methodist Church in Aulander, North 
Carolina.  
“Formed by the Spirit, Fashioned for the Party”  will be held  Friday 
September 26-Saturday September 27 at Higher Ground Retreat Center about 40 
minutes away in  West Harrison, Indiana. 
Registrations due by July 31st.  Cost $80 includes accommodations with private bath (double 
occupancy), and three meals from dinner Friday night through lunch Saturday.If you would like 
more information about the retreat, please contact one of the retreat committee members listed:  
Frieda Dunton, FPDHW@aol.com, Ila Hutchinson, Diane Saulnier, dianelouise@fuse.net, Karen 
Brady, kcbrn@aol.com, Nancy Trago, nancytrago@fuse.net, Patti Stewart, pjstewart@fuse.net, 
Dawn Acus, sandipup@aol.com, Debbie Mitchell, debbiejmitchell@fuse.net, or Stephanie Judkins, 
momjud81@gmail.com 

 
Zachary Michael Roberts 

Born May 24 

MORE MFUMC FUN FUNDRAISERS TO COME  
As a way to help us meet our financial responsibilities and to fellowship with one another, a series of 
events have been planned.  Here is a listing: 

* Snell III Golf Scramble               July 20                 2:00—9:00 pm 
* Children’s Clothing Sale                           August (TBD) 
* Fall Concert                                Sept 7 
* Octoberfest                                                Oct 12 
* Down Home Christmas               Dec 14                  6:00—8:30 pm 
* Electronics Recycle Project        ALL YEAR LONG! 

Our goal is to raise a combined $18,000.00 from these projects along with priceless 
fellowship! 

 
The church 
office will be 
closed on 
Friday,  
July 4th . 

A PRAYER FOR TODAY 
O Lord, this day is your gift to me, 
what I do with this day is my gift back to you.  As 
I begin this day, I center myself on you. 
Let no ungenerous thought be in my mind today, 
no intent that has bitterness in it, no purpose that 
has harm in it, not only toward others, but toward 
myself. 
To each one I meet this day, 
let me be quick to speak a grateful word, willing to 
hear a painful word, 
eager to believe the best and forgive the worst. 
Touch me, O God, with the sweet simplicity of 

this fresh new day, 
and may gentleness and hope fill my heart. Amen! 
—Rev. DeWane Zimmerman 
Published in: November 2000, 
NewsletterNewsletter 

 
WANTED FOR REUNION—
MILFORD CLASS OF 1972 
September 13, 2008 
Contact Kris (Engstrom) Mount 
831-0042  
or Steve Heimlich  
248-1404 



BLOOD PRESSURE CHECK SUNDAY 
Please note that the monthly blood pressure screening for May will be on Sunday, May 
18.  Stop by the Library between services on the third Sunday of each month!! 

SERVICE OF HEALING 
Join Bob & Margaret Terwillegar on Sunday, June 8 and Pastor Lovell on July 6, 
between worship services (10:30 a.m.), in the Chapel for a short service that focuses 
on prayers of healing for illness of mind, body, and soul. 

PLEASE RECYCLE YOUR OLD EYEGLASSES  
Please continue to bring in your old eyeglasses to be reused by those less 
fortunate. A local area Ophthalmologist takes them on his mission trips to 
Jamaica a couple times a year to help those who cannot afford them.      

 —Sincerely, Dr. Jerry N. Kirby, M.D. 
(Our church representative is Alma Eichstadt.) 

THE WOMEN OF WORTH PROGRAM (WOW)  
A program of New Beginnings! 
Offered thru Clermont Counseling Center, 43 E. Main St, Amelia, OH 45102. 513-947-7000 or 1-800-
732-9805.  E-mail: craleigh@clermontcounseling.org.  Are you being abused? Are you afraid of your 
partner for any reason? You may be a victim or a potential victim of abuse.  Help is available. WOW 
offers a number of services and all services are free & confidential. The WOW program is supported by 
United Way. 

PARENT SUPPORT TEAMS 
The Children and Family Ministry Committee is looking for volunteers to be part of our Parent Support 
Teams. These volunteers would be needed one Sunday out of the month during the 9:15 Sunday school 
hour. They would act as "an extra pair of hands" for the Sunday school teachers. If you are interested 
please contact Peggy Smith at 831-5500 or (cell #307-4509) or Seneca Taylor (625-1513). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note:* 
Signifies a death in the family. 
*Family of Larry Coleman 
*Family of Ron Tillman 
Acus, Dawn 
Allen, Caryl 
Ames, Mark 
Babb, David 
Belew, Debra 
Bergman, Paige 
Bernges, Isabelle 

Beurket, Dave 
Blake, Cindy 
Bowers, Jackie 
Bray, Charlie 
Bruce, Marge 
Chapman, Joyce 
Clark, Allison 
Comstock, Shirley 
Cook, Delores 
Cooper, Fran 
Cox, Kenny 
Cox, Kenny 
Curlis, Louise 
Emerson, Walter 
Fischbach, Cliff 
Governor, John 
Harper, Arnold 
Leaf, Ike 

Leavens, Kay 
Mell, Kevin 
Mueller, Leslie 
Oliver, Chris 
Panek, Lillian 
Panek, Lillian 
Philhower, Barbara 
Potts, Susan 
Price, Betty 
Redmon, Marie 
Richard, Scott 
Topper, Becky 
Wallace, Clarence 
Wallace, Lois 
Wesoloski, Andy 
Wiesenbaugh, Charlene 
Zenni, Tatiana 

SERVING OUR COUNTRY 
Cody Brandon 
Adam Bush 
Capt. Stephen Casper 
Zach Elsener 
Roy Farenbrook 
Staff Sgt. Bill Fulton 
Andrew Goodpastor 
Donald Hagitt 
Ben Hanes 
Lt. Col. Kevin Highfield 
Pvt. Jeffrey Howell 
Tom Hunt 
Major Craig Jayson 
Michael Manz 
PFC Cory May 

Gy. Sgt. Mac McKinney 
Jenny (Christy) Miller 
Harvey Nelson 
Joe Pegram 
SFC Gene Perry 
Michael S. Repass 
Rob Roellig 
Rachel Sigmund 
1st Leut. Casey R. Staker 
Laura Standring 
Capt. Mark Storch 
Staff Sgt. Josh Taulbee 
Major Alison Thomas 
Lt. Dan Vinson 
Jim Waters 
Stephen Wimmer 

GOD'S WISH 
The best remedy for those who are afraid, lonely or unhappy is to go outside, somewhere where 
they can be quiet, alone with the heavens, nature and God. Because only then does one feel that 
all is as it should be and that God wishes to see people happy, amidst the simple beauty of 
nature. 
                                                                                      -Anne Frank 
                                                                        Published in: August 2007, NewsletterNewsletter 



MILFORD MIAMI MINISTRIES FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 
Supplies are extremely low right now. Please continue to bring in your canned 
goods and dry goods.  MMM is  busier than ever and the demand for food in our 
area is increasing daily. They are also in need of cleaning supplies, such as 
laundry detergent, paper towels, bathroom cleaner, etc. Milford Miami Ministry 
wants to give a special thanks to our congregation for all the support we give all 
year long!  Please keep the supplies coming!!  

UMCOR’s 100-TON CHALLENGE 
UMCOR is challenging United Methodists to help farmers earn fair prices for their crops by 
participating in UMCOR’s 100-Ton Challenge  The 12-month campaign encourages United Methodists 
to help increase the amount of fairly-traded coffee, tea, chocolate and snacks purchased through the 
UMCOR Coffee P and its partner Equal Exchange, a 100% fair trade, worker-owned co-operative.  
Purchasing fairly-traded goods allows small-scale farmers to earn fair prices, invest in farm 
improvements, reduce debt, and improve their communities while providing a better life for themselves 
and their families. We are now serving Equal Exchange Fairly Traded Coffee here at MFUMC. For 
products and seasonal specials visit http://interfaith.equalexchange.com or call 774-776-7366. 

Meijer Community Rewards: Our church receives hundreds of dollars each year for our Missions 
program when you shop at Meijer & scan your Meijer Customer card.  If you do not have a Meijer 
Customer Card, applications are on bulletin board just outside the church office. (Our organization 
is #130917).  

FULL TIME HELP WANTED: Interfaith Hospitality Network of Greater Cincinnati is currently 
seeking a full-time Director of Operations. Please feel free to pass this along to anyone who may 
qualify and be interested.  

Director of Operations (Full-Time)  
Required Qualifications: 
1. Bachelor's Degree or equivalent (financial background preferred) 
2. At least three years experience in bookkeeping or accounting preferred 
3. Excellent computer skills (Required Proficiencies in: QuickBooks, Outlook, 
Word, Excel, Publisher; Desired Experience/Proficiencies in: Constant Contact and 
Blackbaud Raiser's Edge) 

Dear Friends, 
 
            As you receive this Messenger, we will be in full swing of saying goodbye to Desiree and 
offering her thanks for the many and varied gifts she shared with us while she was our Associate 
Pastor.  We will also be preparing to welcome our new Associate Pastor, Mark Weatherman and his 
wife, Debbie.  (There is a brief bio included in this Messenger.) 
 
            We are also at the start of putting our new Vision Statement, “Showing God’s Love for All”, 
into practice through a series of Vision Goals. The Ad Council approved 
the Vision Statement and accepted the following Vision Goals at their May 
21st meeting.  You will be experiencing them in a variety of ways as the 
Loving, Caring, Sharing, Serving and Growing dimension of our Vision 
Statement gets put into practice. 
 
            The Goals are focused in the following categories: 
1. Marketing/Communications 
2. Spiritual Revitalization/Renewal/Commitment 
3. Expanding Our Involvement of our Members 
4. Expanding Our Outreach to the Community 
5. Hospitality: Doing More Than Meet Expectations of Visitors 
             
            There is some fleshing out as to the specifics of how we will address these goals.  If you 
would like to offer your help in one or more, please let me know. 
As the hymn says, “This a Day of New Beginnings, time to remember and move on, time to believe 
what love is bringing, laying to rest the pain that’s gone.” 
 
            Christ is Alive, and goes before us to show and share what love can do.  This is a day of new 
beginnings; our God is making all things new.” 
 
                                                                  Your Friend, 
                                                                                Rich 



SHAREFEST 2008—SATURDAY JUNE 21 
Many Churches, Many Volunteers, One Vision 
Working in our community for Jesus! 
There are many ways you can be part of the mission to change our world 
with acts of random kindness: 
Project Leader   ( To head one project site) 
MFUMC Volunteer Coordinator   (To recruit and organize volunteers from 
our congregation) 
MFUMC Blood Drive Coordinator   (To sign up donors for ShareFest 
Blood Drive) 
Publicity Coordinator   (To work on the ShareFest planning team to 
promote entire ShareFest event) 
ShareFest Village Volunteer   (To work at the ShareFest Carwash, Freesale, Children's Play area, 
Blood Drive or Prayer Booth area) 
Project Volunteer   (volunteer to work at a project site doing simple construction or yard work) 
Please call Jim Eckels 831-1630 today for more information. 

Attention Young Adults (20's - 30's) 
On August 3rd from 5:30-7:30 pm you are invited to a Cook Out at Pastor 
Thomas’s House (2 Stone Valley Dr, Milford). 
This is an opportunity for you to meet other young adults in our church! 
Don't Bring Anything!  Just come and enjoy some food and fellowship. 
Activities for children will be provided. 
Please RSVP to Pastor Miller at 831-5500 or rscottmiller1@aol.com 

SMILE!! We are going to take your picture. 
“Lifetouch” Church Directories and Portraits will be taking pictures for 
our upcoming Pictorial Directory.  We have secured two sets of dates to 
do photography.  The first is August 18-23 and the second week is 
September 8-13. 
Check your schedule for what will work best for you.  Sign-ups for 
appointments will be available soon.  Watch the bulletin and upcoming August Messenger for more 
details. 
It would be great to have all 375 of the family units of our church in our new directory that will be in 
our hands before Christmas!! 

THE UPPER ROOM SS CLASS  
Travel with us on the path leading to wisdom.  “Thinking As God Thinks” is one definition of wisdom. 
King David’s son Solomon will be our #1 teacher of Proverbs.  Join us @ 11:00 am in UL Room 205. 

BREAKFAST BUNCH  
8:15 AM    Breakfast Bunch:  We will begin Psalms on June 8th. 
Please come and join us on Sunday mornings for a great time in learning and fellowship! For more 
information or to order a booklet contact Stephanie Judkins - 831-2610. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING PRAYER GROUP  
& BIBLE STUDY 

We meet every Wednesday Morning at 10:00 am in the Parlor. We are currently studying the book 
entitled “The Power of A Praying Woman” by Stormie Omartian.  Please come anytime and join in with 
leader Jeanne Beurket. 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL  
                          9:25 & 11:00 am 

Nursery infants to age 2 room 104  
Twos & Threes and 
Preschool room 101 

9:25 am 
Kindergarten thru 2nd Grade room 213 

3rd thru 5th Grade room 214 
6th Grade room 207 

11:00 am 
We encourage all children above preschool age to please enjoy 

worshiping with your parents. 

KIDMO 
Every Wednesday starting June 18 thru August 13 from 9-12 noon for  
children having finished Kindergarten-4th grade.    

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL COMING JULY 28-30  
FROM 9 TO 12 Noon 



           Interfaith Hospitality Network  
Beginning the week of June 15, MFUMC will again welcome homeless 
families to stay out our church while they seek safe and affordable 
housing.  Many volunteers are needed during the week.  Please consider 
giving an hour or two of your time to help these families feel loved while 
they work to overcome this very difficult time in their lives.  A sign- up 
sheet is available in the welcome center, or you can contact Tim Nabors 
at 600-3286 or by email: tim@nlfurniture.org 

 
IHN Volunteer needs during host weeks at MFUMC 
Evening Facilitator: (1-2 each evening 5:15 – 9:00 pm)  Greet the IHN bus when it arrives.  
Help families off with their possessions if needed.  Escort them to their rooms and give 
approximate time when dinner will be ready.  Enjoy dinner with the families and help out 
volunteers where needed. 
Meal preparers:  Prepare dinner and deliver to the church by 5:45 PM each evening. You can 
choose from providing the Entrée, Side dish, Vegetable or Dessert.  Our meal coordinators will 
help in deciding on meal items for the evening.  
Meal Hosts:  (2 volunteers each evening: 5:30 PM-7:00 PM): Set-up and help serve the 
prepared meal.   Eat with Guests.  Clean up after dinner.  Set out lunch items for families to 
prepare for the following day. 
After Dinner Hosts:  (2-3 volunteers per evening 7:00 PM– 8:30 PM)   Socialize with guests 
and possibly provide activities for the children.  
Overnight Hosts:  (1 man & 1 woman each night, 9:00PM – 7:00AM) Spend night at church 
with guests. You will have private sleeping quarters.  Wake guests at 5:30AM and assist with 
simple breakfast.  Clean up.  Guests are picked up by and IHN van at 6:30 AM.  
Set-Up & Take-Down:  (4-6 people on Sundays: 11:00 am – 1:00PM for setup and 7:00 AM - 
8:00 AM the following Sunday for take-down):  Set up consists of converting the Sunday 
School classrooms into the families bedrooms for the week.  Take down will be putting 
Sunday School classrooms back together to be ready before the teachers arrive. 
Laundry :   (5-6  people/week) Launder bed linens and towels used during the week. Laundry 
will be bagged up and ready for pick up when host week is over (Sunday mornings.) 
Want to learn more about IHN?  Come to one of our IHN Today, Home Tomorrow one-hour 
introductory sessions at our Day Center.  Upcoming dates are: 
·         Wednesday, June 11, 2008, 9:00 
·         Wednesday, July 09, 2008, 10:30 
·         Wednesday, August 13, 2008, 9:00 
Learn more about Interfaith Hospitality Network of Greater Cincinnati by visiting:     http://
www.ihncincinnati.org/ 

 

UPCOMING  CALENDAR  
6/10 - No in house meeting.  
6/24 - Dog Therapy Group from Delta Society will bring 4 dogs. They'll tell us about their program.  
11:00 am 
7/08 - Taft Museum (Polk St) Tour of historical Building & it's  
treasures. There is an elevator. Tour will take about one hour. 9:45 There are few 
places to sit.  
7/22 - No in house meeting.  
8/19 - No in house meeting.  
  
COMING UP!!  
CINTI. REDS SENIOR DAY SEPT. 2ND.  We need 20 people and NAMES AND MONEY RIGHT 
AWAY.  
Don't wait.  The tickets are $21.00 each.  We had a great time last year -  
Join us!!  
  
BB RIVERBOAT LUNCH AND CRUISE OCTOBER 14th.  Tickets $28.00 ea.  
plus a small transportation charge.  PLEASE SIGN UP SOON SO WE KNOW IF WE'LL BE ABLE 
TO GO.  
 
We are looking forward to many events and interesting programs over the next few months.  To make 
it easier to register for the programs, we will have the sign-up sheets in the Welcome Center.  There 
will be someone with the sign-up sheet on Sundays to collect for the lunch or travel.  Be sure to look 
for the Prime Timer table and get your name on the list early. 
 
Unfortunately, due to increased costs we will have to increase both the luncheon cost and transportation 
cost slightly.  We have tried to maintain our previous amounts, but are no longer able to do so.  Our 
lunches will be $7 starting Sept. 23.  The transportation for the vans will depend upon how far we 
travel as we must pay for gas and a usage fee. Even with the increase this is still the best buy in town! 



STEPHEN MINISTRY 
 

A well-known speaker started off his seminar by holding up a 
$20 bill.  In the room of 200, he asked, “Who would like this 
$20 bill?”  Hands started going up.  He said, “I am going to give 
this $20 bill to one of you but first, let me do this.” 
 

He proceeded to crumple the bill up.  He then asked, “Who still wants it?”  Still 
the hands were up in the air.  “Well,” He replied, “What if I do this?” And he 
dropped it on the ground and proceeded to grind it into the floor with his shoe.  
He picked it up, now all crumpled and dirty.  “Now, who still wants it?”  Still 
hands went up. 
 
The message was clear.  Even though the money was crumpled and dirty, it never 
lost its value, dirty or clean, crumpled or finely creased, you are still priceless to 
those who love you.  And no one can love you more than our Heavenly Father. 
Please let a Stephen Minister care for you and remind you of how much our 
Heavenly Father loves you! 
 
A new class of Stephen Ministers is to be trained this fall.  Are you interested? 
For more information about help or training, feel free to contact Jackie Shively 
831-7052 or Pastor Rich Thomas 831-5500 ext. 114.  All referrals are strictly 
confidential. 

FOURTH ANNUAL DUANE SNELL 
MEMORIAL SCRAMBLE 

SUNDAY, JULY 20TH—FORE!!! 
Sign-up now to be part of the Fourth Annual Duane Snell Memorial 
Golf Scramble.  It is slated for Sunday, July 20 from 2:00 - 9:00 pm at 
Deer Tracks Golf Course.  The price remains the same as last year: $75 
per golfer or $300 per foursome.  Dinner only on Sunday evening available at $15 each.  
A much appreciated way for you to help is to agree to be a hole sponsor at $100 a hole. Contact 
Joyce Snell, Bob Patterson, Jim Eckels, Gary Eippert, Rich Thomas or Scott Miller with any 
questions you might have about the outing. 
You may call in your response to the church office 831-5500.   

 
 
 
How does it feel to live in poverty? 
We know that we are called to respond to the needs of those who are poor, but it isn’t always easy 
to know what their needs are or what response to make.  Join us for Just Neighbors to learn about 
the issues that surround poverty and examine ways to help. 
Join us in a program that allows us to walk in the shoes of another. 

 
“The program pushed everyone’s thinking past stereotypes and surface-level issues to get at long 

term causes of poverty.”   -Just Neighbors participant 
 

Through videos and interactive activities, we will meet families who are living in poverty or on the 
edge of it, and we’ll get an idea of the difficulties they face.  We’ll learn about the issues facing 
those in poverty, and decide how we can respond either as individuals or as a group. 

 
“The program made me feel that I could do something about poverty – that individuals can have an 

impact.”  -Just Neighbors participant 
 
You can contact Tim Nabors at 600-3286, (email timnabors@cinci.rr.com) for more information. 
Won’t you please join us? 

This Day Is a Gift 
This beautiful day is a gift of love 
That’s given to us from God above. 
With twenty-four hours of time to use 
In ways God is hoping we’ll wisely choose. 
So why not ask God for both guidance and grace? 
Let God set the standards as well as the pace. 
Then when the day’s over, we’ll find we’ve been blessed 
With all that we needed in choosing what’s best! 
—Peggy Ferrell 
Published in: September 2007, NewsletterNewsletter 



KROGER GIFT CARD GIVES BACK TO THE CHURCH! 
Your Kroger Gift Card reloads for the cycle ending 3/22/08 brought in $584.61.   
If everyone in our church family that shops at Kroger would participate we could greatly increase 
our monthly earnings.  If you do not yet have a card please stop by the church office today!  Cards 
are free and available in the Welcome Center on Sunday or on weekdays from the church office. 
The church will automatically receive 4% of the amount you load onto your card.  This is a simple 
way to contribute back to the church at no cost to you.  We urge you to participate today! 

Recycling is important to keep our environment clean.  There is no reason to throw things out that 
can be re-used.  Our church is currently involved in a recycling program that also brings money back 
into the church.  Below is a list of items that we can collect and receive money back to help support 
church programs.  Once you have collected these items there is a drop box outside the church office.  
Once you drop them off we later ship our recycled items out to receive payment back to the church.  
It is as simple as that! 
For more information please contact Pastor Miller at 831-5500. 
 
Cell Phones (broken or working) 
 
Ink Jet Cartridges (any kind!) 
 
DVD Movies (anything you are tired of watching!) 
 
Laptops (750 mhz or higher) broken or working 
 
MP3 Players (broken or working) 
 
Digital Cameras  (broken or working) 
 
Portable DVD Players (broken or working) 
 
Nintendo Game Boys 
Video Game Systems 
Video Games (that work in game systemsâ€¦ Not Computer Games) 

ARTICLE OF INTRODUCTION OF  
PASTOR MARK & DEBBI WEATHERMAN 

 
Pastor Mark was born in a small farming community (Dana, Indiana) on the Indiana-Illinois line 
and was the youngest of three children.  He graduated from Indiana State University with a degree 
in Accounting (during the years of Larry Bird for you basketball fans).  He worked 28 years in 
accounting, most recently as a partner in a regional Southwest Ohio CPA firm, before answering 
God’s call into ministry.  He is currently a student at United Theological Seminary in Dayton, 
where he will graduate this coming December 19th.  He has been serving as an appointed Student 
Associate at Grace United Methodist Church in Springfield since July 2005.   
 
Mark served prior to his calling in numerous positions in the church on the laity side, including 
Lay Leader; Treasurer; Finance Chair; Pastor Parish Relations; Trustees and Long Range 
Committee Chair, among others.  Two events that made him more aware of his calling was the 
Emmaus Walk, which he took in Springfield in 1991 and Henry Blackaby’s Experiencing God 
Bible Study.  Mark has been very active with the Springfield Emmaus Community, including 
serving on Emmaus, Chrysalis and Kairos teams, as both lay and clergy.  Mark was very involved 
in the Springfield community, including the new Open Hands Free Store, where he served as Co-
Chair and Treasurer (a joint effort of eight UMCs in Springfield); Treasurer of the Springfield 
District UMC; Treasurer of The Nehemiah Foundation of Springfield and Clark County; Junior 
Achievement; and Kiwanis/Kiwanis Foundation of Springfield. 
 
Debbi and Mark were married on June 9, 1984 in Trotwood, Ohio.  Debbi was born and raised in 
Brookville, Ohio, where she first met Pastor Rich when he served her home church of Arlington 
UMC, as a student pastor.  Debbi has served the last 15 years as Office Manager at Grace United 
Methodist Church.  Debbi has also been active in the Springfield Emmaus Community, after 
taking her walk in 1991, serving on several teams. 
 
Debbi is very involved in many ministries at our current church, including UMW Circle, choir, 
praise team, bell choir and teaching a variety of adult Sunday School classes. 
 
Mark and Debbi are both anxious to become involved in the ministries of Milford First and getting 
to know each of you. 



WINDOW REPLACEMENT CAMPAIGN  
The Milford First UMC Board of Trustees is offering the congregation the 
opportunity to purchase a window for $300.  Your purchase will let the light 
of Christ’s love shine throughout our church in honor of or in memory of a 
loved one, or simply a contribution from you to the Light of Christ. Your 
purchase will help defray the cost for replacing the old wooden windows 
throughout the building to reduce our heating & cooling costs year round and 
it will let your love shine with the light of Christ’s.  Your contribution will 
be acknowledged on a plaque that will be placed in an appropriate spot within the church. 

PS 131:1 & 2     MEN’S GOLF OUTING ROUND-UP 
               Our annual men’s golfing retreat went well as usual.  Twenty-one of us 
shared fellowship, worship and the humbling experience of golf in the lovely 
rolling hills (you could never for a level lie) of central Kentucky. 

              Highlights included a net one on a par five hole.  (Somebody’s handicap was padded just a 
bit.)  Closest to the pin honors were won by Woody Williams and Johnny Vilardo.  Low net for Sat/
Sun was turned in by Bob Wallace (Fairfield) and Marc Oligee had low gross.  Longest drive awards 
were won by Mike Blough and Marc Oligee. 
              Mark the third weekend in May of 2009 (the 15, 16 & 17th) on your calendar and join us in a 
great time of fun, fellowship and faith. 

FACTS & FIGURES AT A GLANCE 
                                   Worship     SS                    Offering 
YTD 2007                     499            149                   $11,568.00 
YTD 2008                      477            156                   $10,942.00 
2008 GOAL                   500            160                   $13,865.00 
Our attendance goals for Worship and Sunday School need our prayerful 
response.  We are behind the pace we set in 2007 for Worship but 
thankfully we are ahead for Sunday School.  The most concerning aspect is the fact that our 
offerings are less than 2007 by an average of $626 per week.  At the present time we have a 
shortfall of $2,923 per week as compared to our projected budget need in 2008.  This makes a total 
deficit of $61,383 as of May 31.  Your generous and sacrificial sharing of your resources for the life 
and ministry of our church is greatly needed.                        The Stewardship & Finance Committee 

I want to thank everybody who donated blood at the church in my name for the Hoxworth Blood 
Drive last month.  I appreciate it very much.  I especially want to thank Alma Eichstadt for her 
efforts in organizing the blood drive. 
                                                                         Harry Allen 
 
My Friends at Milford First, 
Your thoughtfulness will always be remembered.  Thank you all so very 
much for your cards, special notes, visits, concerns and especially for 
your prayers. 
                                                                         Kay Leavens 
 
Thank you for your prayers for me during my surgery April 23, on replacement of my defibulator 
and pace maker.  Special thanks to Scott for the visits. 
                                                                         John Parrish 
 
Dear Rich, Scott, Peggy and the rest of our church family, 
We would like to thank each of you that called, sent a card, and especially, prayed for our family 
over the last few weeks.  Your thoughtfulness is truly appreciated! 
                                                                         The Zenni Family, 
                                                                         Chafic, Sheila, Tatiana & Amina 
 
Dear Church Family, Thank you for the  wonderful worship experiences, the lessons learned, the 
support and the love and all the wonderful gifts. You have given me many wonderful memories. 
These memories will stay in my heart forever.  
                                                                         Yours in Love,  
                                                                         Desiree 
 
Dear Milford First UMC, 
What a great joy to receive your check fro $9,625.64 to feed our hungry brothers and sisters in 
Christ.  At 2 cents a serving, your check will translate into providing 480,000 servings of good 
nutritious food to those who do not have enough to eat.  Each one of you is to be commended for 
doing what God calls us to do in Matthew 25:35, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to 
eat.”  Thank you for your love and generosity to your neighbor.  May God continue to richly bless 
you and your congregation. 
                                                                         Grace & Peace, 
                                                                         Jennifer Moore 



V.I.M. Jamaica Team 
On behalf of the V.I.M. Jamaica Team, we want to extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped 
and supported our mission trip this past March.  Through the generosity of many groups and individuals, 
we were able to go to Port Antonio, Jamaica and establish a relationship with the people at the Port 
Antonio Methodist Church and the surrounding communities.  Because of the generosity of this church 
and community, we were able to provide an Easter Egg Hunt for the children of the Port Antonio 
Methodist Church (they have never had one before). We also painted at the church parsonage (manse), 
provided a stove, refrigerator, linens and other supplies for the manse so they will be able to host more 
mission groups in the future.  A donation of 30 hymnals and 33 Bibles were given to the Port Antonio, 
Hope Bay and Bloomfield Methodists Churches.  It is our hope and prayers that we can return there again 
someday soon to continue the work we have started.    

Thank you again for your generosity and support.      

 
Julie Merritt, VIM Jamaica Coordinator  

Below is a letter emailed to me from Rev. Sebert Buchanan, Pastor at the Port Antonio, Hope Bay and 
Bloomfield Methodist Churches.  He wanted to express his gratitude to the people of the church for their 
support and contributions to this project. 
“Greetings and Blessings to you and crew in the Name of our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Even as I write on behalf of the church we are so filled with joy and emotion, so overwhelmed that I sort 
of don't know where to begin. 
  The week at the manse was like a month at a hotel. You cannot imagine the effect your visit and 
contribution have had on the ministry. Members are excited. We are planning to have a dinner that fell 
through at Christmas at the manse.  With the donation of the linen, cutlery and appliance refrigerator, 
stove etc., we are now planning to develop a permanent accommodation and entertainment project.  
  What a pleasant set of missionaries and ambassadors were our special guests: Katie, Katie, Todd and 
Brian.  We thank you for that paint job.  
  The church is indeed grateful for the financial contribution. May the Lord richly bless all who made this 
possible. And thanks again Julie for that labor of love.   
��Thanks for the gift of Bibles and Hymn Books to the Port Antonio Congregation from: Rich and Larel 
Grant, Dave and Carol Heckaman, Jeanne Beurket, Katie Merritt, MFUMC Contemporary Worship 
Service, Desiree Carter, Pastor, Dee and Cliff Fischbach, Charles Howald, Brian Weber, Chris Oliver, 
MFUMC Contemporary Worship Service, Karen Adams, Strickland Family, Beth Merritt, Gorman 
family, MFUMC Missions Committee  
  From Bloomfield for Bibles Gerry and Portia Heaton, Todd Whitman, Howes Family, Burgess Family, 
Harrison family, MFUMC Contemporary worship Service, Shirley and Walt Lowe, Don and Chris Baker 
and family, Frieda and Don Dunton, Brady Family, Julie Merritt.  Hymnals MFUMC Contemporary 
Worship Service, Julie, Ed,Katie,and Beth Merritt, Young family, MFUMC Missions Committee, Rowe 
Family Jeanne Beurket, Robert and Marilyn Lovell  
  From Hope Bay for Bibles Ray and Vicki Quellette, MFUMC Contemporary Worship Service, Betty 
Craig, Joyce and Dennis Hoffman, Kaitlyn O'Connor, Eckels Family, Annette Roy, Gorman Family 
Rowe Family.  Hymnals MFUMC Contemporary Worship Service, Don and Frieda Dunton, Beckerich 
Family.  
  To Chuck Julie and Team, the Lord bless and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you ,the 
Lord lift His countenance upon you, and be gracious unto you and give you His peace.  So long.  
Port Antonio Circuit of Methodist Churches.”                Sebert Buchanan (Pastor) �

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS 
 

THURSDAY—SATURDAY, 
JUNE 19, 20, 21 
Sharefest 2008 

 
SUNDAY, JUNE 29 

Welcome Day for our new Associate Pastor 
Pastor Mark Weatherman 

 
SUNDAY, JULY 20 

2-9 pm 
4th Annual Duane Snell Memorial Golf Scramble Fundraiser 

Deer Tracks Golf Course 
 

MONDAY—THURSDAY 
JULY 28-31 
9-12 NOON 

Vacation Bible School 


