
CAN YOU HELP! 
Each Sunday our children’s ministry depends on the efforts of 
24 volunteers.  They make a huge impact on the life of Milford 
First UMC.  Volunteer jobs available: Making coffee for 
teachers; Rocking Babies; singing with 2-year-olds; being a 
teacher or a teacher helper.  Please call Peggy Smith 831-5500 
ext 4-113. 

OPEN GYM TIME FOR YOUTH AGE 8-14 
EVERY WEDNESDAY FROM 4-6 PM 

For Youth ages 8-14! Come and “Hang Out” at Milford First.  The gym will be 
open for basketball, the stage will be set up with tables for board games, card 
games, homework help, etc… All youth need to have a one-time permission slip 
signed by a parent or guardian.  Please take advantage of this great opportunity 
for the kids to play together in our indoor Family Life Center.   

HEY KIDS—PUT ON YOUR RUNNING SHOES!! This 
fall, the King’s Kids and Cherub Choir will begin a 
new musical entitled “Cross Country.” Plan now to be a part 
of it from the start—Wednesday, Sept. 3 will be our first 
rehearsal of the new choir year.  We need former members 
plus new members- ages 4 to 12 are all included—anyone 
who loves to sing, dance and act. 
We will also  need parents to help with this new production so 
don’t get overbooked with your fall schedule—leave time for 
“racing to the cross” with us. There will also be new music for 
the fall and Christmas season. Look for more new info in the 
coming weeks or see/call  Ms. Rhonda 513-675-0483   or 
email her:  rhondafrodge@yahoo.com 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
August 12—9:45 am: Maysville, Kentucky Miniature Museum 
& Trolley tour. Lunch out on your own.  
(Note: No in house meeting for August 26.) 
Sept 2—Cinti Reds Baseball Game Outing—Leave church @  5 pm (Game 7:10) 
Sept 23—TBA 
Oct 14 – 10:30 am: B & B Riverboat Luncheon Cruise 12:00 – 2:00 pm  
                                ($28 + Transportation) 
Oct 28—11:00 am Halloween Party:—Beverly Mussari -“Witches”.  “Lions,  
                                            Tigers & Bears, Oh No!!” Lunch $7 @ 12 noon 
Nov 11—11:00 am Thanksgiving Party: Gary Knepp—”U.S. Grant”.   
                                                                    Lunch $7 @ 12 noon 
Dec 9—11:00 am: Christmas Party with Martin White. Lunch $7 at 12 noon 
 
Please call your reservations in to Jean Dugan 248-1851 or sign up at the 
Welcome Center.  Checks payable to MFUMC can be mailed to Prime Timers   
c/o Jean Dugan, 5926 Castlewood Crossing, Milford, OH 45150 or you may 
bring them to the church office. 
NOTE: We are looking for new members!  If you are free on the 2nd & 4th 
Tuesday from 11-3 on any month, please join us!!  All are welcome.  On 
Tuesday mornings we play chair volleyball @ 10 am before the gatherings.  Just 
show up at 10 am and join us.  We have a blast!!! 

MFUMC FUN FUNDRAISERS  
As a way to help us meet our financial responsibilities and to fellowship with one 
another, a series of events have been planned.  Here is a listing as of this 
Messenger: 

*Fall Concert Series             Sept 7, Oct 12, Nov 16 
*Down Home Christmas      Dec 14  from 6:00—8:30 pm 
*Electronics Recycle Project           ALL YEAR LONG! 
Our goal is to raise $18,000.00 from these projects along with 
priceless fellowship! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note:* Signifies a 
death in the family. 
 
 

SERVING OUR COUNTRY 
Cody Brandon 
Adam Bush 
Capt. Stephen Casper 
Zach Elsener 
Roy Farenbrook 
Staff Sgt. Bill Fulton 
Andrew Goodpastor 
Donald Hagitt 
Ben Hanes 
Lt. Col. Kevin Highfield 
Pvt. Jeffrey Howell 
Tom Hunt 
Major Craig Jayson 
Michael Manz 
PFC Cory May 
Jenny (Christy) Miller 

Harvey Nelson 
Joe Pegram 
SFC Gene Perry 
Michael S. Repass 
John Ritzmann 
Rob Roellig 
Rachel Sigmund 
1st Leut. Casey R. Staker 
Laura Standring 
Andrew Storch 
Capt. Mark Storch 
Staff Sgt. Josh Taulbee 
Major Alison Thomas 
Lt. Dan Vinson 
Jim Waters 
Stephen Wimmer 

CAN YOU HELP?? 
 
We have many opportunities to be in ministry at Milford First UMC.  IHN 
volunteers, MMM helpers, VIM, Sunday School, Choirs, Stephen Ministry, to 
name a few. We also need people willing to serve on the various administrative 
committees and Work Areas in our church. 
 
The Committee on Lay Leadership is given the task of mobilizing our church for 
action by finding persons with the skills  and desire to serve on our Lay 
Leadership Team.  To help us in our task, we are asking persons to indicate their 
willingness to serve in a particular area or in a general sense. 
 
On August 24 & 31 before and after worship services there will be a table in the 
Welcome Center with descriptions of a host of opportunities for you to sign-up to 
help. 
 
Members of the Committee on Lay Leadership will be on hand to assist you in 
signing up.  Please feel free to ask any member of the staff or the Committee on 
Lay Leadership if you have any questions.  Thank you for your warm response. 
 
 
Rich Thomas, Chr. Committee on Lay Leadership   



BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS 
Please note that the monthly blood pressure screening for August 

will be on Sunday, Aug. 17.  So, don’t forget to stop by the Library 
between services on the third Sunday of each month!! 

STEPHEN MINISTRY MESSAGE 
“Change often comes unexpectedly into our lives, causing 
upheavals, great trials, and much stress.  Facing life squarely at 
these times takes courage.  It takes courage to admit we’re 
hurting.  It takes courage to deal with conflict.  It takes courage 
to leave our comfort zone.  It takes courage to face a new 
situation.  Forging ahead when the going gets tough calls for 
courage. Strength you might not even know you have can be 
found and brought to the surface during hard times and 
seemingly impossible circumstances.  It’s easier to be courageous with someone 
who cares unconditionally, supporting you as you sort through the problem.  Call 
today, won’t you? Jackie Shively 831-7052 or Rich Thomas 831-5500.  
All calls are strictly confidential. 

SERVICE OF HEALING 
Join Rev. Scott Miller on Sunday, August 3 between  worship services 
(10:30 a.m.), in the Chapel for a short service that focuses on prayers 
of healing for illness of mind, body, and soul. 

Dear Friends, 
 

     On the first Sunday, Debbi and I worshipped at Milford; the sermon was on the 
sacrifice of Isaac.  This is one of the many stories of the Patriarch Abraham. In 
Genesis 12, God told Abraham to leave his country, his people, and his father’s 
household to go to the land that God would show him.  How difficult that must 
have been to leave everything you have known and followed God to where???…
Milford!!! 

When God put on my heart the call into full-time ministry (even longer if 
you count the years I kept saying “no”), I couldn’t believe it! I was very active in 
my church and had just a few years before reached my goal of becoming a partner 
in one of the Top 50 largest regional Certified Public Accounting firms in the 
nation. 

I prayed for confirmation.  I needed a little over three years to be vested in 
my deferred comp; I needed continued insurance coverage (a must with Debbi’s 
Crohn’s Disease); and that Debbi, who had never wanted to be a pastor’s wife, 
would accept the calling with me.  At the next partner’s meeting,  it was voted that 
prior accounting experience would be allowed as credit towards your deferred 
comp experience. When Debbi started praying about the ministry, she knew this 
was where God was leading us (even though she wasn’t sure about being a pastor’s 
wife).  So three and a half years ago, I took the plunge by starting seminary and 
selling back my interest in the CPA firm.  I was then appointed back to my home 
church as Student Associate Pastor. 

Then when District Superintendent Randy Stearns called about the 
opportunity at Milford First, I was excited, but overwhelmed.  But God had that 
under control also!  We sold our house within 4 weeks of its first open house and 
many other issues came in line.  OUR GOD IS AWESOME AND GOOD! 

As we followed God to the Land of Milford, we have been truly blessed by 
your support and care.  So as Paul wrote in Philippians 4:4, “Rejoice in the Lord 
always.  I will say it again: Rejoice!” 

 In Christ Jesus’ Love and Service, 
Pastor Mark 

OLD EYEGLASSES NEEDED   
Please continue to bring in your used eyeglasses to be reused by 
those less fortunate. A local area Ophthalmologist, Dr. Jerry N. 
Kirby, M.D., takes them on his mission trips to Jamaica a couple 

times a year to help those who cannot afford them.    
 (Our church representative is Alma Eichstadt.) 

NEW ENHANCEMENT HEARING DEVICES AVAILABLE @ WORSHIP  
We have eight new devices for use in our Sanctuary.  They are available in the 
narthex on the window ledge next to stairs.  They are easy to use.  Please turn the 
unit off and return it back to the window ledge.  When needed, they also work in the 
Great Hall.  Hopefully this will be a great way for the Word to be heard. 



 

Calling All Bridge Players -- Join our own Milford First UMC Bridge Group. 
We play predominately in the afternoon, once a month; September thru April, 
omitting December. So grab a partner and join in the fun. We welcome new 
players. Call Lea Johnston at 831-8811 for more information. 

ATTENTION  YOUNG ADULTS:  Come and join us on Sunday, August 3 
from 5:30-7:00 for a cookout at Pastor Thomas’s house @ 2 Stonevalley Dr., 
Milford (off 131).  Don’t bring anything, just come and enjoy some food and 
fellowship and a great chance to meet other young adults in our church!  Please 
RSVP to Pastor Scott Miller 831-5500 ext 125 or rscottmiller1@aol.com 

KIDMO: Every Wednesday through August 13 from 9-12 noon for children 
having finished Kindergarten-4th grade.    

   
 
 Dear Church Family, Thank you for your cards, phone calls, visits and prayers 
during my recent recovery.  Your thoughtfulness was greatly appreciated.  
                                                                     Lois Wallace 
 
To My Church Friends & Family, 
I want to thank you fro all the prayers and thoughtfulness and thank you, Rich 
for your thoughtfulness. Love all of you! 
                                                                     Shirley Comstock 
 
Dear Rich, Staff and Members, 
831-5500 is just a phone number that provides a flood of support!  Thank you all 
for your prayers, cards and phone calls.   
                                                                     Pam Lee 
 
Dear Brothers & Sisters In Christ, 
Bless you and thank you for being faithful to the mission and ministry of the 
church by the 100% payment of your 2007 conference apportionments.  In 
difficult economy, you have led the way in missional giving.         



Gently Used Furniture for Families in Need 
New Life Furniture collects gently used household furniture and delivers the items 
directly to families in need, many of whom were homeless in the Cincinnati, Ohio 
area. The families we serve often move into their housing with only the items they 
were able to carry during their difficult period. Families and individuals in need 
are referred to us by IHN (Interfaith Hospitality Network), Inter Parish Ministries, 
St Vincent DePaul Society, Catholic Social Services and Center for Respite Care. 
New Life Furniture is led by Holly Young and Tim Nabors. 

New Life Furniture  
In 2007 we made over 80 deliveries of 740 pieces of furniture donated by over 
140 households!  All thanks to you and donors across the Tri-State. Families and 
individuals in need have been referred to us from Interfaith Hospitality Network, 
The St Vincent DePaul Society, Catholic Social Services, The Center for Respite 
Care, Bethany House, Talbert House, Inter Parish Ministries, Matthew 25 
Ministries and various area Churches.   

Our 2008 Goals are:  
    - Serve even more families and individuals with their furniture needs! 

    - Take New Life Furniture  to a new level and apply for 501(c)3 status from the 

      government and become a full fledge nonprofit entity! 

    - Hold 2 or 3 more clothing drives to benefit patients at the Center for Respite 
Care! 

    - Find a small office and larger storage space and panel truck! 

    - Be able to afford all of this! 

Thanks to everyone for their prayers, furniture donations and financial 
donations!  If you would like to donate please write your check to M.F.U.M.C 
with New Life Furniture in the Memo section.   
To learn more about us go to:  http://nlfurniture.blogspot.com/  or contact Holly 
Young @ 582-9053 or Tim Nabors @ 600-3286. 
          Our mission is to take Jesus into the homes of each family we serve!  

THE UPPER ROOM SS CLASS  
Travel with us on the path leading to wisdom.  “Thinking As God 
Thinks” is one definition of wisdom. King David’s son Solomon will 
be our #1 teacher of Proverbs.  Join us in UL Room 205. 

BREAKFAST BUNCH  
8:00 AM    Breakfast Bunch:  We will now meet at 8:15 so you can sleep in 15 
extra minutes!  We also began a Life Guide 12 week study of Daniel.  Would love 
to have you join us or re-join us. 
More information or to order a booklet: Stephanie Judkins - 831-2610 

WEDNESDAY MORNING PRAYER GROUP  
& BIBLE STUDY 

We meet every Wednesday Morning at 10:00 am in the Parlor. We are currently 
studying the book entitled “The Power of A Praying Woman” by Stormie 
Omartian.  Please come anytime and join in with leader Jeanne Beurket. 

WINTER SUNDAY SCHOOL  
                          9:25 & 11:00 am 

Nursery infants to age 2 room 104  
Twos & Threes room 103 

Preschool room 101 
9:25 am 

Kindergarten room 213 
1st & 2nd Grades room 214 

3rd Grade room 212 
4th Grade room 211 
5th Grade room 202 
6th Grade room 207 

11:00 Sunday School for grades K—6th  is in room UL203 



IT PAYS TO SHOP AT KROGER!  
MFUMC Issued Kroger Gift Card Gives Back 4% To Our Church: Our Kroger 
Gift Card reloads for the cycle ending 6/14/08 earned the church $509.40. If you still 
don’t have a card, we urge you to get one here today! Every time you re-load money 
onto one of our registered gift cards, 4% of that amount is sent to the church 
automatically.  Note: You must use a gift card registered to the church in order for us 
to receive the credit and you can only do that by picking one up here at the church.  

MFUMC Habitat For Humanity Work Day   
Saturday, August 9th at 105  & 107 Center Street, New Richmond.  We will meet at 
Milford First UMC parking lot at 8:30 AM and could car pool and return by 4:30 pm.  
Contact O’Neal Johnston 831-8811 or onealj1@aol.com 

BOOK BAGS & SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED  
FOR Milford Miami Ministry DISTRIBUTION 

We are asking that all school supplies be at Trinity United Methodist Church 
by August 7th, so we have time to give them to the schools before open house. 
Thank you in advance. Milford Miami Ministries  
Book bags, (no rolling bags), # 2 pencils, Red pencils, Washable markers, 8 count 
crayons (thin & flat), Large pink erasers & cap erasers, Glue sticks, Bottles of glue, 
Friskars scissors (blunt & pointed), Colored pencils, Red pens, Blue & black pens, 
Black dry erasers, Pencil boxes, Zipper pencil cases, Highlighters, Rulers (regular / 
metric), Spiral notebooks perforated & non-perforated, Pocket folders --- red, 
yellow, purple, green, blue, black, orange, 3 prong pocket folders --- red, yellow, 
purple, green, blue, black, Composition book, Wide ruled notepaper, 3 ring binders -
- 1 inch & 1 & 1/2 inch, Steno notebooks, Book covers, Ruled index cards, OR, if 
you would like to send a check, please send it to: MMM PO BOX 36 MILFORD 
OHIO 45150. Please be sure to note on the check that it is to be used for 
"SCHOOL SUPPLIES".  You will  get a receipt for your tax records.  

Please Welcome the following persons who united with  
our Congregation July 27, 2008 

 
Thomas “Brice” & Toni Marie Kasee: 1160 Westchester Way, Cincinnati, 
OH 45244.  Phone: 513-831-7188.  They have two children, Micale a9age 4) 
and Addison (age 1). They are transferring their membership from Mason UMC, 
Mason, OH .  Their sponsors are Brian & Kristen Metzger. 

MMM NEEDS FOOD!  There is a shortage of food at the MMM food pantry.  
They need everything!!!! Please drop off your donations any day of the week. 
In addition to the need for food items, personal care, cleaning supplies and baby 
diapers are needed.  We cannot keep up with the demand right now!!!! 

THANK YOU  
2008 CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 
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Harvest Of Hope 
Gleaning Retreat 
John’s Island South Carolina 

November 7,8 & 9, 2008 

Sign up now as we are limited to 3 teams of 6  
 

Who May Go: This retreat is geared for multi aged 
groups. Children as young as ten years of age may 

accompany a parent. 
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*Your spot can only be held if you paid the $50.00 
nonrefundable deposit. 
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                                      Report of West Ohio Annual Conference 2008 
The theme this year was " Love First".  Each year the Bishop requests a "Miracle Offering" to 
be used for funding pre-selected causes.  This year it was to be used for Southeast Asia (Laos,   
Cambodia, and Vietnam) to halt the spreading of malaria.  We were to purchase mosquito nets.  The campaign was 
called "Nothing but Nets".  It started when the Bishop bought a basketball for  
$80,000. Our collection that day went to $115,046.01.  Bill Gates said he would match up to $80,000.  All together 
for the week we collected $462,784.62.  Nets received $115,046.01 and 
$347,738 went to Vietnam to build a Methodist Conference center so that the Vietnamese government would 
officially recognize the Methodist Church. 
 
Each morning was started with a worship service.  It was heart warming to hear 2600 people singing and praying 
together each morning. 
 
We had several speakers.  On Sunday Eve.  We had John Beckett, President and CEO of Beckett Corp. in Elyria, Oh.  
He has written several books including "Loving Monday: Succeeding In Business without Selling your soul." 
Another dynamic speaker who spoke on 2 different occasions was Rev. Rudy Rasmus from 
Saint Johns United Methodist Church in Houston, TX.  He started a church from 9 members and now has 9000 some 
who are homeless or had been homeless. 
Another speaker was Bishop Rueben Job from the Iowa area.  We each received a book called "Three Simple Rules" 
that he had written.  He also is a world editor of the Upper Room. 
 
Our business had seventeen resolutions to vote on. 
1.  Realignment of the Connectional Ministries Council to make it more flexible and responsive.  Passed. 
2.  To increased the budget 1% and the increase in apportionments will average 1% Passed. 
3.  Recommendation to purchase a new residence for the Bishop. Current one not accessible and lacks sufficient 
parking Cost not to be more than $450,000.  Passed 
4.  A recommendation to help healthy churches launch a new or satellite church by reducing their apportionment.  
Passed 
5.  Setting the minimum salary of a full time elder at $35,000. Passed 
6.  Recommendation for West Ohio Methodists to study climate change and help reduce carbon dioxide generation.  
Passed 
7.  Recommend contacting state elected officials regarding climate change and encouraging them to support energy 
reform legislation. 
8.  Resolution against gambling in Ohio.  Passed 
9.  Recommendation from the Board of Pension and Health Benefits setting pension contribution by local churches for 
their pastor as a percent of his salary, which each church will pay 
10. Recommendation for West Ohio to contribute $4000,000 from pension fund interest towards monthly.  Passed  
      pension benefits for clergy outside the US.  Passed 
11. Recommendation to ask all public officials and members of the United Methodist Church to refrain from 
derogatory speech concerning homosexuals.  Tabled 
12. Recommendation for Conference commitment to study the issue of full inclusiveness for Christian homosexuals in 
the UMC; that pastors, staff, and members study literature and DVD on the subject; and refrain from judgment 
regarding homosexual practices. Passed 
13.  Recommendation of the sexual relations of all persons Tabled 
14.  Recommendation for specific programs to encourage diversity. Formal and regular training for all conference 
clergy and lay leaders. 
15.  Recommendation that worker's compensation insurance be purchased to cover all church employees and to be paid 
for through apportionments.  Passed 
16.  An annual Conference response calling for an immediate stop to Immigration and Customs enforcement raids and 
detention of Immigrants regardless of legal status.  Passed 
17.  Recommendation the West Ohio Conference send a letter to CBS asking for withdrawal of  show "Swingtown".  
Passed 
                                            Thank you for sending us to Conference.  Frank and Marilyn Bailey            



DUANE SNELL IV WRAP-UP 
      Even though it was a bit hot, the clouds and a nice breeze made for a very nice 
afternoon of golf.  Sixty-eight golfers competed in a titanic struggle that left the 
team led by Jamey Duke on top with an outstanding 18 under par.  The team led 
by Bob Patterson got second place honors by shooting 11 under.  The team led by 
Gary and Jill Eippert won the low score with males and females on the team with 
a score of 8 under par.  The longest drive for a female was Lisa Snell while Chris 
Mell won the longest drive for a male.  Chris Stepp won closest to the pin honors 
for the ladies and Rich Thomas won closest to the pin for the men.  (This proves 
even a blind squirrel finds a nut once in a while.)  Two new games this year 
provided a lot of fun even for non-golfers.  The Corn Hole accuracy contest was 
won by David and Lisa Snell. The longest marshmellow drive honors went to 
Kurt Mell and Jerry Vance. 
      Roger Holmes shared about his relationship with Duane Snell.  All of us who 
knew Duane share Roger’s fond memories.  Duane was truly an upstanding 
Christian gentleman and an above average golfer. 
      We raised over $4500 from this fun event that will help continue the ministry 
at the church Duane loved, Milford First UMC.  The committee of Joyce Snell, 
Bob Patterson, Rich Thomas, Gary Eippert and Jim Eckels worked hard to make 
the outing a reality.  We are looking for more people to serve on the committee.  
Please give Joyce Snell or Bob Patterson a call if you would like to join us.  As of 
now, the Snell Scramble V will be held the second or third Sunday in September 
to hopefully get some cooler weather and miss a few vacations. 
      Here is a listing of our 2008 Hole Sponsors: 
Lovins Insurance, New Dimensions Cleaning Service, Legal Tenders, Orcutt & 
Co. CPAs, Prus Construction, Hermann’s Florist, Joyce Snell & Family, Doctor’s 
Urgent Care, Evans Funeral Home, Sterling Research Group, Advance 
Consulting, United Landscape, LLC, Lea & O’Neal Johnston,  


