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"SHARING GOD’S LOVE WITH ALL!"�



Dear Friends, 
 
I thought about leaving this space clean so that everyone could use it to write down their own hopes and 
dreams for a brand new year.  But I thought better of it because someone might get the idea they could 
cut my pay by an article if I did!   
 
It is hard to believe that we not only have a brand new year but have reached the end of yet another 
decade.  My time flies when you are having fun.  I remember all of the talk and fear when we hit 2000.  
Well we survived and are still enjoying the blessings of our Gracious God.  I think it is good to think of 
blessings as we begin yet another year together. (I think this makes fifteen years we have begun as 
people and pastor.)   
 
As I think of my blessings, I count you as among the best. (That is of course after Aiden who is 3 and a 
quarter and as cute as a button and as smart as can be.)  Together we have done some remarkable things.  
Ministry has blossomed and grown as persons continue to get involved in and outside the church.  
Because of the faithful giving of time, talent, and treasure we have helped the world to be a better place. 
 
Of course our job is not done.  This is a fresh year full of opportunities for us to continue the course we 
have set to “Share God’s Love With All.”  I know that God will provide the opportunity and the means 
for us to do what we can to make our world a bit brighter as we work together in this coming year.  The 
darkness is deep but as we experienced on Christmas Eve at the Candle light Service, the light of a 
single candle glows in the darkest gloom.  When all of our candles are lit, the darkness is driven away. 
 
My hope and prayer for us all is that we will step up to meet the opportunities of this new year with faith 
and courage.  We know that the LIGHT OF THE WORLD will be with us. 
 
Your Friend, 
     Rich 
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2010 MILFORD FIRST UMC 
FUN FUNDRAISER EVENTS 

Please mark your calendars now and make this a part of your 
upcoming yearly schedule!!! 
 
Sweetheart Dinner         Feb 6—5:30-9:00 pm     Great Hall 
 
Easter Candy Sale          February & March 
 
Irish Fling            March 13                         Great Hall 
 
Rummage Sale                April 9 & 10—9-2 pm    Great Hall 
 
Summer Festival  July 18—4-8 pm             On Premises 
 
5th Duane Snell Memorial Golf Outing      Sept 12 or 19 (TBD) 
 
October Fest                   October 10 or 17 (TBD) Great Hall 
 
Dinner Theater    & Matinee Dec 3-5 and 11-12  Great Hall 
 
Go Green Electronic Recycle/Ebay Sales             All Year 
 
Thank you to everyone who is willing to help earn some money for 
Milford First and enjoy great fellowship in the process!  We hope to 
offer something of interest for everyone.  Your support in these 
exciting adventures is greatly appreciated!!!  These are yet another 
way for us to raise money for the general fund to continue in 
service and support of our members and our community.  Please 
participate in the support of your church!!!!! 



 
 
 
 

*Family of Carol Long 
*Family of Charles Krummert 
*Family of Clarence Wallace 
*Family of Emile Saulner 
*Family of Jackie Pflum 
*Family of Jane Burt 
*Family of Joyce Richmond 
*Family of Judy Breidigan 
*Family of Lucinda 

Montgomery 
*Family of Margaret 
Christensen 
*Family of Margaret Dial 
*Family of Matt Griffin 
*The Reckman Family 
Baker, Ashleigh 
Baker, Ruthie 
Blake, Cindy 
Bowers, Kathy 
Brauer, Mary 
Chapman, Joyce 
Dixson, Debbie 
Fessler, Waunita 
McCool, Dorothy 

Meyer, Betty 
Miller, Anna 
Oligee, Jon 
Price, Betty 
Profitt, Mae 
Roy, Annette 
Shanton, Ann 
Smith, Boyd 
Swigert, Charles 
Terwilliger, Bob 
Todd, Ron 
Wallace, Emma 

SERVING OUR COUNTRY 
Adam Bush 
Capt. Stephen Casper 
Roy Farenbrook 
Staff Sgt. Bill Fulton 
LCPL Andrew M. Goodpastor 
Donald Hagitt 
Brian Harmon 
Lt. Col. Kevin Highfield 
Pvt. Alan  Scott Howard 
Pvt. Jeffrey Howell 
Tom Hunt 
Major Craig Jayson 
Michael Manz 
PFC Cory May 
Jenny (Christy) Miller 
Miu, Jeremy 

Harvey Nelson 
Daniel Payne 
Joe Pegram 
SFC Gene Perry 
Brig. Gen. Michael S. Repass 
Rob Roellig 
Rachel Sigmund 
Capt. Casey R. Staker 
Laura Standring 
Andrew Storch 
Capt. Mark Storch 
Staff Sgt. Josh Taulbee 
Major Alison Thomas 
Lt. Dan Vinson 
Jim Waters 
Stephen Wimmer 

The Church Office 
will be closed: 

12/31/09 & 1/1/10 
Happy New Year from 

the Church Staff!  
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Shut-In Visitations: Could you spare some time to brighten 
the day of a resident of Sem Haven or Sem Villa?  There are 
people there who have no one to visit them.  If you would be 
able to spend a little time with some of these residents then 
you could really make a difference in their lives! Contact Bill 
Oehler @ Sem Haven 965-7765 or Sheila Beatty @ Sem Villa 
831-3262.   
Call 248-1140 to volunteer. 



 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
January 2—Boars Head Festival is FILLED UP!  Call Pastor Weatherman if 

you want to be on a cancellation list. 
January 12—Tour Hebrew Union College Skirball Museum. 

Arrive here 9:45—Leave @ 10:15—Tour 11 am.  Cost is 
$8 with lunch on your own. 

January 26—Luncheon $7—Rich Grant will present a program 
on China. 11 am. 

Checks payable to MFUMC can be mailed to Prime Timers  c/o 
Jean Dugan, 5926 Castlewood Crossing, Milford, OH 45150 or bring them to 
the church office. 
NOTE: On Tuesday mornings we play chair volleyball every week. Just show 
up at 10 and join us.  We have a blast!!! All are welcome.   

 
 
 

Please welcome our first 2010 NEW MEMBER: 
 
Billie Sue Jones: 203 Mound Ave Apt 241, Milford, Phone: 513-248-
2960. 
Billie Sue is transferring from Summerside UMC in Eastgate. Her 
sponsors are Ruthe Baker and Jeanne Wahle. 

GET READY!!!!  CULTIVATING FRUITFUL PRACTICES 
 CHURCH-WIDE PROGRAM IS COMING  

THIS LENTEN SEASON. 
BOOKS WILL BE AVAIABLE SOON. 

SMALL GROUP STUDIES WILL BE OFFERED  
WATCH THE BULLETIN AND MESSENGER  

FOR MORE DETAILS 



MFUMC Issued Kroger Gift Card Gives Back 4% To Our Church 
Our Kroger Gift Card reloads for the cycle ending 11/28/09 earned us $700.48.  Thanks so much for 
your continued support of this effort! If you still don’t have a card, we urge you to get one at the 
church today! Every time you re-load money onto one of our pre-registered gift cards, 4% of that 
amount is sent to the church automatically.  This costs you nothing but a few extra minutes to load it 
before you check out at the store.  You can load it right there at the checkout counter, just ask before 
they start to ring your order.  It’s that simple! 

 HELP WANTED: Property Manager Needed 
The Board of Trustees is looking for a Property Manager to oversee the operations of rental property 
owned by the church.  There are two buildings consisting of three apartments.  Duties include meeting 
with renters, collecting rent, maintaining upkeep of the rentals and if possible, attending monthly 
meetings to report to the Trustees.  We wish to extend a very grateful thank you to Gerry Heaton for 
his many years of superior service in fulfilling this position.  Please contact Troy Burgess at 476-4951 
for an appointment or for more details. 

Keep Milford First Green:  Our church is working on being good stewards of our environment.  As 
you go through the building you will find bins for plastic and aluminum .  Please take advantage of 
these.  We also have found ways to recycle certain types of electronics.   Please only bring the items 
listed below that we can recycle and receive money for to help support church programs.  There is a 
drop box across from the church office door.  For more info please contact Scott 831-5500.   
Cell Phones (broken or working)/Ink Jet Cartridges (any kind but there is only a select few laser 
printer cartridges we can take.) /GPS Units/Laptops (750 mhz or higher), Computers/Monitors/MP3 
Players, Digital Cameras & Camcorders, Portable DVD Players, /Video Game Systems (all the listed 
items can be broken or working) /Video Game Cartriges (that work in the above game systems) (No 
Computer Games) 
Items Wanted To Sell On Ebay: If you have some collectibles or special items you would like to 
donate to the church to be sold on Ebay please contact Pastor Scott.  Our Ebay team would be glad to 
help you recycle these special items! 
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SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFERING: As of December 29 the Christmas Offering comes to 
$16,717.50.  On this date last year we had received $41,060.33.  This has been a challenging year for all 
and we look for a better 2010.  We are looking forward to serving God’s people in the coming year.  
Your continued support of our ministry here at Milford First UMC is much needed and greatly 
appreciated.   



ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 
8:15 AM      At this time, the Breakfast Bunch class will be discontinued.  We are sad to announce this 
and believe at this time it is the right decision.  Have a blessed New Year.   
9:25 AM             Adult Bible Study:  Leaders: Karl Schultz and Dave Metz.  Come to the   parlor for an 
exciting Adult Bible Study Curriculum. 
11:00 AM           The Upper Room SS Class:  “Never Give Up” by Joyce Meyer.  Come learn 
Relentless Determination to Overcome Life’s Challenges.  Questions? Call Jeanne Beurket 831-2475.   
Join us in upper level Room 205 (old kitchen). 
Wednesday Fellowship Opportunity: Wednesday Morning Prayer Group & Bible Study meets every 
Wed. morning @ 10:00 in the Parlor.  Currently studying “Never Give Up”  by Joyce Meyer. Join us to 
learn Relentless Determination to Overcome Life’s Challenges. 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL ROOM ASSIGNMENTS 
         Preschool                                         Room 101 
         Kindergarten & First grade          Room 213 
         Second grade                                  Room 212 
        Third grade                                    Room 214 
        Fourth and Fifth grade                   Room 211 
        Sixth grade                                       Room 206 

A STEPHEN MINISTRY MESSAGE 
Change often comes unexpectedly into our lives, causing upheavals, great trials 
and much stress. Facing life squarely at these times takes courage. It takes courage 
to admit we are hurting, to deal with conflict, to leave our comfort zone, to face a 
new situation.  Forging ahead when the going gets tough calls for tremendous 
courage.  It’s easier to be courageous with someone who cares unconditionally, 
supporting you as you sort through the problem. If you would like to talk with a 
Stephen Minister, call Rich Thomas 831-5500 or Jackie Shively 831-7052.  All 
calls are confidential.  

LADIES EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
On Tuesday evenings from 7:00 – 8:30 a group of ladies meet at the Ohnmeis’ home to 
study I & II Corinthians. We “anchor and launch,” meaning that we are anchored in the 
books of I & II Corinthians, but we allow these letters to launch us into other topics. We 
don’t use a separate study guide – we let scripture substantiate scripture. In other words, 
if we want to understand something in the Bible, we look to see where else it’s 
explained – in the Bible. If you’re interested please call Angie Ohnmeis at 831-8877 for 
directions, etc. 



 
 
 
 
I’d like to Thank all my friends at MFUMC for all their lovely cards, get well wishes and gifts, 
most of all prayers, after my recent surgery. Special Thanks to Pastor Mark and Pastor Rich for 
their calls and visits.  
                                                                                                    Love and Blessings, Annette Roy 
 
“Thank You” from Chafic & Sheila Zenni and family for the prayers and thoughtful cards during 
Chafic’s mother’s illness and subsequent death.  They were both truly appreciated. 
                                                                                                    God Bless, Sheila Zenni 
 
Thanks to everyone who brought us gifts, cards and goodies for the holiday season.  We truly 
appreciate your keeping us in your thoughts at this joyous, yet stressful time of the year!  Your 
kindness and generosity is very much appreciated. 
                                                                                                    We wish you all a Blessed New 
Year! 
                                                                                                                  All of the Church Staff 

SON-RISE MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 
All men are invited to the Son-Rise Wednesday morning Bible study.  We 
meet in UL 205 at 6 a.m. for coffee and donuts (optional), and then move 
to UL 204 from 6:30-7:30 for a video, followed by discussion.  We are 
doing an on-going study of “Foundations of Biblical Manhood.”  Anyone 
can join at any time.  Please contact Fred Thomas (683-9733; 253-9333) 
for more information.   
Participants are asked to read and meditate upon a scripture prior to each meeting. 
 
1/6/10          Time Management: Doing God’s Will; Prov 6:1-4 
1/13/10        Pride: Luke 18:9-14; Gal 6:3-4; Rom 12:3; 2 Cor 5:12; James 4:6 
1/20/10        Fear: Matt 14:22-33; 1 John 4:18; Rom 8:15, 28; 2 Tim 1:7; Phil 4:6-7 
1/27/10        Anger: Ecc 7:9; James 1:19-20, 4:1; Prov 17:9, 14; 1 John 4:20-21; Eph 4:26-27 
2/3/10          The Desire to be Independent: Jer 17:5-8, 10-23; Col 1:16-17; Matt 10:29, 5:36; 
                    James 4:14; Acts 27:20 



The WAVE (Wednesdays Are Very Extraordinary)  
We meet every Wednesday through May 19, 2010.   
The following is January’s menu: 
 
Jan. 6 - Meatloaf, sliced potatoes, tossed salad, applesauce, bread, ice cream sundae 
Jan. 13 - Little Caesars pizza, tossed salad, carrot/celery sticks, grapes, cookies 
Jan. 20 - Macaroni & cheese, hot dogs and buns, vegetable medley, grapes, pie                
Jan. 27 - Taco salad, fruit cocktail, ice cream, cake 
 
The WAVE is a great way to get to know other people in our church and community.  If you have a 
meeting that night or your kids are a part of King’s Kids choir or Cherub choir or you don’t want to 
cook, then join us for a delicious meal and then off to your meeting/choir practice or hang around a 
little while for fellowship!  
We gather for dinner at 6:00 pm . 
Donations appreciated but not mandatory.  Come join us! 

Baby, It’s Getting Colder Outside!           
 
Hey Everybody! It's Peach. Did you know I am a Girl Scout Cadette? If you 
are not familiar with Girl Scout Cadettes, we are 6th-8th grade girls that dare 
to be different. Maybe you also didn't know we Girl Scouts do a lot more than 
sell delicious cookies. 
GS Cadettes like to hang out with friends, go to cool places and have 
awesome adventures but we also participate in Service Learning. That means we develop and practice 
our leadership skills, identify community needs, make plans and take action. We have fun, work hard 
and make a difference in our community.  
Thank you everyone for the 290 items received so far for the coat drive.  Last week every child’s item 
we had was given to the 4th, 5th & 6th graders at Pattison Elem., but I ran out of coats before everyone 
in need got one.  All sizes are needed, but there is a special need for coats & gloves for K-6th grade.  
The collection box will be in the Welcome Center until Jan. 10th.  Please continue to help a child in 
need. Please ask your neighbors, co-workers and friends to donate warm coats too. Coats of any size 
are welcome—but there is a real need for coats for children.  
If you have questions, please call me at 965-8620. Thank you all for your support. (Oh, and to be 
honest, we Girl Scout Cadettes do still sell a LOT of cookies!) 
Thank you.                                   
 –Peach, Girl Scout Cadette. 



RUBBER STAMPING FELLOWSHIP 
Would you like to learn how to make your own greeting cards? Join us for rubber stamping the last 
Wednesday of each month, EXCEPT December, at 7:00 p.m. room 202. Next class will be Jan 27th. New 
people are very welcome! No experience is necessary and you don’t have to bring your own supplies. 
There will be a $5 charge to cover the cost of the supplies we will be using each month. We need a head 
count so we have enough materials. If you plan to attend, please email or call Lori Becker, 
becker1@cinci.rr.com or 831-4898. 

YOGA 
Thursdays at 6:00 pm, Raylene Gerber (a Yoga Alliance Teacher in Training) will offer yoga classes for 
all fitness levels at MFUMC. The focus is on basic yoga postures with an emphasis on proper alignment, 
body awareness and linking breathing with movement. Participants will learn simple meditations and 
relaxation techniques to calm the mind and release tension in their bodies. “On my mat, I find stillness, 
peace, and spiritual connections." 

ShareFest 2010 is scheduled for June 10-12. We hope it will be even bigger and 
better and cast an even greater light on the all the good that is found in Milford.     
                                                                        —Jim Eckels, Coordinator 

Scrapbook Materials Needed: We are gathering pictures of the various activities here at MFUMC for 
a scrapbook to display for your enjoyment and we need your help!  If you have any extra or double 
scrapbooking materials such as stamps, stickers, embellishments, cutouts, or pages of any kind that 
you can donate, put them in the box scrapbooking materials located in welcome center under Prime 
Timer table. 



HIGH TEA UPDATE 
The MFUMC Youth Group along with their parents and 
volunteers are doing a Titanic themed High Tea on  
Saturday, March 20th, 2010 here in the Great Hall.   
This tea is a fundraiser to support the MFUMC Youth 
Minnesota-Canadian Boundary Waters mission trip.    
Donation are $25 per seat.   
 
We are in need of the following:  Models for the style 
show—this can be mother/daughter/grandmother—boys 
too.   
We have a lady who graduated with a degree in fashion who 
will provide the clothing.  
 
Twelve people have signed up to decorate a table—we need 
13 more table decorator volunteers.  If you have a beautiful 
set of china that hasn’t been out of the cupboard in years, 
this would be a great time to put it to good use. 
Help is not limited to only people who are in the Youth 
program.   
 
Parents and youth are invited to attend a meeting to discuss 
our needs for the Tea and the Boundary Waters trip on Sun, 
Jan 10 at 12:05 in LL105.  If you can’t be at the meeting but 
could help in any way, contact Larel Grant 831-0356 or 
larelgrant@aol.com.   



BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS 
Please note that the next monthly blood pressure screening will be on Sunday, 
January 17.   
So, don’t forget to stop by the Library between services on the third Sunday of 
each month and get yours checked for free!! 

SERVICE OF HEALING 
Join Pastor Lovell on Sunday, January 3 between  worship services 

(10:30 ) in the Chapel for a short service that focuses on prayers of healing for illness 
of mind, body, & soul. 

Milford Miami Ministry food supplies running very l ow! 
MMM is in desperate need of food for the pantry.  In response to these difficult 
times and the increase of needy families, MMM has now decided to allow families 
to receive food once a month instead of once every 6 months.  Please bring in 
canned meats, spaghetti sauce, pasta, peanut butter, jelly, cleaning items and 
personal hygiene items to church and place in the shopping cart in elevator 
narthex.  We need all sizes of pampers! 

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP: An evening of “Take Care of You” is 
held the third Monday of each month (January 18) at 7 pm.  This event is hosted 
by Kathy Wiggins (324-8639), a  member of our Health Place Ministry Team.  
We believe the information learned from this “ME” time will be surprising and 
valuable to your daily existence.  Come and share your experiences with other 
caregivers. 
 
MAN TO MAN PROSTATE CANCER GROUP:  Did you know that prostate cancer is the 
number two cancer killer among men, trailing only lung cancer?  The American Cancer Society 
sponsors a prostate cancer education/support group at Milford First.  Survivors, men undergoing 
treatment or recently diagnosed, and their significant others are invited.  We meet the third 
Tuesday, (1/19), at 7 pm in the parlor.  Contact Fred Thomas (683-9733) for more information. 

“HAPPY NEW YEAR TO KINGS KIDS AND CHERUB CHOIR !”  
With  our Christmas Program behind us, the Kings Kids and Cherub Choir welcome the New Year 
with the start of fresh music. We invite all 4 to 6 year olds to join Cherub Choir and all grades 2 
thru 6 to join Kings Kids. 
Besides singing once a month in the Sunday services, we will be preparing for the Irish Fling on 
March 13.  
The first practice of 2010 will be Wednesday, January 6 at 6:30 pm.  
Please see or call Ms Rhonda at 513-645-0483. 



VIM YEAR END REPORT FOR 2009 
Volunteers In Mission (VIM) team participation began in our church in 1989 when a group called the 
“Peru Crew” of seven people joined a mission team to Peru.  In 1990 VIM became a Covenant Ministry 
of the Missions Committee.  2009 is the 21st year of VIM at MFUMC.  Every year since 1989 there has 
been at least one MFUMC person involved on at least one VIM team.  Over those 21 years at least 71 
different individual members of MFUMC have participated on one or more of 49 VIM teams contributing 
at least 158 weeks, over 3 years, of mission labor.  Leadership of 34 of the 49 teams came from MFUMC. 
 
Wilmington District started endorsing VIM teams to Nicaragua in 1996 and now Ohio River Valley 
District continues the Nicaragua teams.  In 2009 there were two teams, one in June with three MFUMC 
members and one in November with one MFUMC member. 
 
Mission teams to Nicaragua have been involved in a wide variety of activities.  In early years the work 
was mostly construction as 3 churches, 3 clinics, 2 Christian schools, a missionary guest house, a surgery 
hospital, a lab/administration building, and 2 other smaller buildings were built.  Present day teams do 
lighter construction and maintenance of the mission facilities.  The 2009 teams painted the interior and 
exterior of the missionary guest house, built a concrete sidewalk between two of the medical buildings 
and refinished tables at Samuelito Christian School.   
 
From 1996 all teams have been involved in humanitarian ministries such as visiting Nicaraguan public 
hospitals for the poor to give layettes, health kits and toys to mothers, babies and sick children.  It is 
estimated since 1996 that over 4,000 layettes/health kits have been given out. In 2007, teams started 
conducting Bible Schools for school children.  Each team has reached hundreds of children and many 
parents with Bible educational ministry.  Walking the streets making friends with the neighbors of our 
ministry is another important activity. 
 
All MFUMC members participate by contributing substantial funds in support of the VIM team ministries 
through pledges funding the Missions Committee’s budget and from special missions offerings.  In 2009, 
the two teams donated $1,000 for construction materials and $7,500 support of Christian schools.  The 
2009 “Baby Shower” offering of approximately $1,200 helped finance the 420 layettes that were given 
away in 2009. 
 
The 2010 Nicaragua mission team dates have been set for June 26–July 4, and November 6-14, 2010.  
The cost per person is estimated at $1,200.  If you would like to participate on either of these teams, 
please ask Jack Reif for an application. 
 

MANY THANKS TO EVERYONE FOR THEIR INVOLVEMENT AND SUPPORT 
OF THE VIM MINISTRIES OF MFUMC!!! 



 
A MESSAGE FROM THE MFUMC “MEN FOR CHRIST” 

                
  “Opportunities”- About a year ago, before we called ourselves “Men for Christ” we 
were just a few guys that wanted to take the opportunity to grow our men’s ministry 
at MFUMC. We did not quite know where to start or even how. We started to meet 
once a month to discuss this opportunity and then one of us researched and found our 
way to get started, the book “No Man Left Behind”. It became an eye opener for us 
as men. Each month as we discussed each chapter, we were able to “see” and 
understand what it takes to grow a Men’s Ministry in our church. What an awesome 
tool we found to look at ourselves as men on our journey in life. It helped us see 
where we need to grow as a father, husband, brother and disciple, to even look at our 
difficult times in life and see those as opportunities to change as well. We have 
gotten to know each other on a personal level other than in between worship services 
and other events, which has strengthened our fellowship. 

  “We are learning how to serve better in the church, community and try to be 
strength and support for our other organizations.”  

For the scripture from James 1:1-27 reads, 
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  What fun it has been to see “Men for Christ” evolve and grow. We would like to 
invite our Men to take an OPPORTUNITY to join us for Men’s Bowling on January 
23 and our Corn Hole tournament is February 20. Please join us for our next meeting 
on Jan. 4th at 7:00 pm.  
                                                We hope you have a blessed and Happy New Year,  
                                                            The “Men for Christ” at MFUMC. 


